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of the prospecting permit, the author-
ized officer shall require the applicant
to file an exploration plan in triplicate,
reasonably designed to determine the
existence or workability of the deposit.
The exploration plan shall, insofar as
possible, include the following:

(a) The names, addresses and tele-
phone numbers of persons responsible
for operations under the plan and to
whom notices and orders are to be de-
livered;

(b) A brief description, including
maps, of geologic, water, vegetation,
and other physical factors, and the dis-
tribution, abundance and habitat of
fish and wildlife, particularly threat-
ened and endangered species, that may
be affected by the proposed operation
within the area where exploration is to
be conducted, and the present land use
within and adjacent to the area;

(c) A narrative description showing:
(1) The method of exploration and

types of equipment to be used;
(2) The measures to be taken to pre-

vent or control fire, soil erosion, pollu-
tion of surface and ground water, pollu-
tion of air, damage to fish and wildlife
or their habitat and other natural re-
sources, and hazards to public health
and safety, including specific actions
necessary to meet all applicable laws
and regulations;

(3) The method for plugging drill
holes; and

(4) The measures to be taken for sur-
face reclamation, which shall include
as appropriate:

(i) A reclamation schedule;
(ii) The method of grading, back-

filling, soil stabilization, compacting
and contouring;

(iii) The method of soil preparation
and fertilizer application;

(iv) The type and mixture of shrubs,
trees, grasses, forbs and other vegeta-
tion to be planted; and

(v) The method of planting, including
approximate quantity and spacing;

(d) The estimated timetable for each
phase of the work and for final comple-
tion of the program;

(e) Suitable topographic maps or aer-
ial photographs showing existing bod-
ies of surface water, topographic, cul-
tural and drainage features, and the
proposed locations of drill holes,
trenches and roads; and

(f) Such other data as may be reason-
ably required by the authorized officer.

§ 3562.3–4 Rejection of application.
Any application for a prospecting

permit that does not comply with the
requirements of this subpart shall be
rejected. If the applicant files a new
application for the same lands within
30 days of receipt of the rejection, the
nonrefundable filing fee and rental
payment submitted with the original
application shall be applied to the new
application, provided the serial number
of the original application is shown on
the new application. If a new applica-
tion is not filed within the 30-day pe-
riod, the advance rental shall be re-
funded. Priority for the permit shall be
established as of the date the corrected
application is filed.

§ 3562.4 Determination of priorities.

§ 3562.4–1 Regular filings.
Priority of application shall be deter-

mined in accordance with the time of
filing.

§ 3562.4–2 Simultaneous filings.
Where more than 1 application is

filed at the same time for the same
lands and for the same mineral, prior-
ity shall be determined in accordance
with subpart 1821 of this title.

§ 3562.5 Amendment to application.
An amendment to an application for

a prospecting permit to include addi-
tional lands shall receive priority for
such additional lands from the date of
the filing of the amended application.
The amended application shall be ac-
companied by the required advance
rental. No additional filing fees are re-
quired.

§ 3562.6 Withdrawal of application.
An application for permit may be

withdrawn in whole or in part before
the permit is signed on behalf of the
United States. Upon acceptance of the
withdrawal by the authorized officer,
the advance rental submitted with the
application shall be refunded.

§ 3562.7 Permit bonds.
Prior to issuance of the permit, the

applicant shall furnish a bond in an
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amount determined by the authorized
officer, but not less than $1,000. (See
subpart 3504)

§ 3562.8 Terms and conditions of per-
mit.

§ 3562.8–1 Duration of permit.
Prospecting permits are issued for an

initial term of 2 years, and may be ex-
tended for a period not to exceed 4
years as provided in § 3562.9 of this
title. No exploration activities other
than those approved as part of an exist-
ing exploration plan shall be conducted
following expiration of the initial term
unless and until the permit has been
extended by the authorized officer.

§ 3562.8–2 Dating of permits.
The permit shall be dated as of the

first day of the month after its ap-
proval by the authorized officer unless
the applicant requests in writing that
it be dated the first day of the month
in which it is approved.

§ 3562.8–3 Annual rental.
Rental at the rate of 50 cents per acre

or fraction thereof shall be paid annu-
ally on or before the anniversary date
of the permit. The rental payment
shall not be less than $20.

§ 3562.8–4 Special stipulations.
To insure adequate protection of the

lands and their resources, permits shall
contain such stipulations as may be
prescribed by the authorized officer or
the surface management agency if the
surface is not under Bureau jurisdic-
tion as described in § 3500.9. (See also
part 3580)

§ 3562.9 Prospecting permit exten-
sions.

§ 3562.9–1 Conditions for, and duration
of, extensions.

A permit may be extended for a max-
imum of 4 years by the authorized offi-
cer provided that:

(a) The permittee has been unable
with reasonable diligence to determine
the existence or workability of valu-
able deposits of any mineral(s) covered
by the permit and desires to continue
the prospecting or exploration pro-
gram. Reasonable diligence means that

in the opinion of the authorized officer
the permittee has drilled a sufficient
number of core holes on the permit
area or performed other comparable
prospecting to explore the permit area
within the time allowed; or

(b) The permittee’s failure to perform
diligent prospecting activities was due
to conditions beyond his/her control.

§ 3562.9–2 Application for extension.

(a)(1) An application for extension
shall be filed in the proper BLM office
at least 90 days prior to expiration of
the permit. No specific application
form is required.

(2) Applications for extension shall be
accompanied by a nonrefundable filing
fee of $25 and the advance rental of 50
cents per acre or fraction thereof made
payable to the Department of the Inte-
rior—Bureau of Land Management. The
rental payment shall not be less than
$20.

(b) The application for extension
shall:

(1) Demonstrate that the permittee
has met the conditions for extension
set forth in § 3562.9–1 of this title;

(2) Demonstrate the permittee’s dili-
gent prospecting activities; and

(3) Show how much additional time is
necessary to complete prospecting
work.

§ 3562.9–3 Effective date.

The permit extension shall become
effective as of the date of approval.

Subpart 3563—Preference Right
Lease

§ 3563.1 Application for preference
right lease.

§ 3563.1–1 Filing requirements.

(a) An application shall be filed in
triplicate with the proper BLM office
no later than 60 days after the
prospecting permit expires. No specific
form is required.

(b) The application shall be accom-
panied by the first year’s rental at the
rate of $1 per acre or fraction thereof
made payable to the Department of the
Interior—Bureau of Land Management.
The rental payment shall not be less
than $20. (See subpart 3503)
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